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CEDAR HANSON PARK

The largest county park is located north of Trimont
on Cedar Lake and the original Cedar Lake Park
consisted of 43 acres. The Edwin Dushinske farm
was sold fo the County in 1971 to create Cedar Lake
County Park and included timber and a peninsula
Jutting out into Cedar Lake. This property has
approximately one mile of shoreline, and is located
on the north side of the lake. Later the Hanson
Memorial Park was added and is now known as Cedar
Hanson Park. Hanson Park was originally the John
Hanson farm and had been a local gathering place
for many years. After Hanson's death, the
property became a community park. The park
features 20 modern camp sites with water and
electrical hook-ups along with a variety of primitive
campsites.
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MARTIN COUNTY PARKS

Martin County invites you to visit our beautiful local
parks. Whichever park you prefer, enjoy your visit
and respect what the county maintains for all its
residents.

"Take only pictures, leave only footprints."
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF OUR PARKS

Early Martin County was home to native American
Dakotah, Otoe and Towa tribes as well as fur
traders, soldiers, hunters and voyagers. In 1856
the first white settlers came to Martin County.
The land on which our parks are located is rich with
many stories and legends about these early peoples
and how they lived and hunted.

In 1971, with funds from the Land and Water
Conservation fund of the U.S. Dept. of Interior,
the State of Minnesota (the State Grant program)
and Martin County, the county park system was put
in place. The first four parks purchased were
Perch Lake Park near Truman, Cedar Lake Park hear
Trimont, Bright Lake Park near Ceylon and
Timberlane Park on South Silver and Towa Lakes.
Wolter Park was given to the county by the Holy
Family Catholic Church.

Initially these parks were to be developed and
maintained by community and service groups close
to the respective parks, with focal plans
complementary to the county park plan. The
original federal, state and county money could only
be used for land acquisition and not development.
In 1975, concerns about vandalism and disrepair in
the parks led to a park maintenance program and a
county park board. There are over 230 acres of
County park land in Martin County. Each park has
its own unique characteristics. There are well-
developed parks: Perch Lake Park and Cedar Hanson
Park; small parks: Klessig Park and Wolter Park: and
parks which are natural and primitive: Bright Lake
Park and Timberlane Park. All of the parks are
adjacent to a lake.
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